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The Pathway Forward Series 
Part Five: When We Leverage What Makes Us Unique 
Philippians 4:14–20 
 
There is a common tendency to measure the spiritual health of a church based on 
the size and quantity of buildings, crowds, budgets and programs. How would you 
go about measuring and determining spiritual health? In this series we explore that 
question and consider how becoming more like Jesus is the true measure of our 
spiritual health. We conclude in Part Five exploring what will make us unique as we 
stay on the pathways that lead us closer to Jesus. Read Philippians 4:14–20. 
 
We have the greatest message in the world and we share that gospel message in 
common with all Bible-believing, evangelical churches. The church in Philippi also 
embraced the same gospel message, but Paul called them out as being totally 
unique in the way they supported his church-planting ministry. As we consider what 
made the Philippian church different, these are the gospel commitments that will 
set us apart… 
 
1. A Commitment to Loving People 
2. A Commitment to Leading People 
3. A Commitment to Launching People 
 
Questions for Group Discussion: 
1. Discuss what the Philippian church was doing that made them unique. 
2. What was the motivation behind the gifts and how did they advance the mission? 
3. What would you say is the Obvious Distinguishing Value (ODV) of FBCFO? 
4. How have you experienced love at FBCFO and how does that make us unique? 
5. Discuss how a church culture can become unloving and unfaithful to the gospel. 
6. Would you consider our church to be healthy? Why or why not? 
7. How can we create a culture at FBCFO that drives a disciple-making mission? 
8. How can we operate and do ministry that makes a greater eternal impact? 
 
Final Thoughts and Closing Prayer: 
What will you do to show love and encouragement like Jesus this week? 
How has this study helped you grow in Christ so that you can help others? 
 


