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The Pathway Forward Series 
Part Two: When Information Becomes Transformation 
Matthew 23:27–28  
 
There is a common tendency to measure the spiritual health of a church based on 
the size and quantity of buildings, crowds, budgets and programs. How would you 
go about measuring and determining spiritual health? In this series we explore that 
question and consider how becoming more like Jesus is the true measure of our 
spiritual health. We continue in Part Two asking what it takes for our biblical 
teaching and time in the Word to become the pathway God intends it to be. 
Read Matthew 23:27–28 and John 5:39–40.   
 
The Jewish scribes and Pharisees had the Scriptures (our current Old Testament) 
and they knew the Scriptures inside and out. They were the experts and the 
teachers of the Law, and yet Jesus spoke very directly and powerfully against their 
spiritual immaturity. Their problem was not based on a lack of information. And for 
many of us who have knowledge of the Bible, the same is also true. So what else is 
missing so that our time in God’s Word is the pathway God intends for it to be? 
Consider these ingredients so that the Word does a deeper work in your life… 
 
1. Information is good, but personal conviction is necessary 
2. Information is good, but spiritual cleansing is necessary 
3. Information is Good, but authentic life change is necessary  
 
Questions for Group Discussion: 
1. Why were the Jewish leaders spiritually immature despite having the Scriptures? 
2. Describe the difference between knowing about something and actually doing it. 
3. Is your knowledge of the Bible greater than your obedience? Why or why not? 
4. What does it mean to allow the Bible to lead you to personal conviction?  
5. How does personal conviction from the Word lead you to spiritual cleansing? 
6. What are your favorite Bible verse and how do they impact your life? 
7. Do you find spiritual cleansing to be immediate or more of a process? Why? 
8. How do you respond to the idea of trying harder to achieve true life change? 
 
Final Thoughts and Closing Prayer: 
How will your time in the Word this week lead you closer to Jesus? 
How is this study helping you grow in Christ so that you can help others? 


