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The Pathway Forward Series 
Part Three: When Attendance is Just Not Enough 
1 Peter 2:4–10  
 
There is a common tendency to measure the spiritual health of a church based on 
the size and quantity of buildings, crowds, budgets and programs. How would you 
go about measuring and determining spiritual health? In this series we explore that 
question and consider how becoming more like Jesus is the true measure of our 
spiritual health. We continue in Part Three exploring why we often focus on high 
attendance and crowds and whether good church attendance is a sufficient 
pathway to become more like Jesus. Read 1 Peter 2:4–10. 
 
Consistent church attendance is good, but how does it stack up to what God 
teaches us in 1 Peter 2? There is a risk of identifying with a church and thinking you 
are good with God simply by attending a church service. But God tells us that He is 
building His church that has little to do with brick and mortar and more to do with 
salvation and new identity. Good for you if you are consistent in your church 
attendance, but this is what God expects when it comes to being His church…   
 
1. God expects you to be personally connected to what He is building 
2. God expects you to be personal committed to what He is building 
3. God expects you to be personally contributing to what He is building  
 
Questions for Group Discussion: 
1. Discuss why we love having crowds at church and the pros & cons of that focus. 
2. What are the risks of mere attendance when it comes to personal salvation?  
3. Attendance is good, but do you have a relationship with Jesus by personal faith? 
4. What does it mean to be one of God’s priests and what are the commitments? 
5. How are you responding to God calling you one of His priestly ministers?  
6. God sets us apart to proclaim His excellencies to others. What does that mean?  
7. What are some ways that we can share the gospel as a church? 
8. What steps do you need to take to be a disciple who makes other disciples? 
 
Final Thoughts and Closing Prayer: 
How will your church attendance help you be closer to Jesus? 
How is this study helping you grow in Christ so that you can help others? 
 


