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The Pathway Forward Series 
Part One: When Programs Become Pathways 
Acts 4:13 
 
There is a common tendency to measure the spiritual health of a church based on 
the size and quantity of buildings, crowds, budgets and programs. How would you 
go about measuring and determining spiritual health? In this series we explore that 
question and consider how becoming more like Jesus is the true measure of our 
spiritual health. We begin in Part One asking what it takes for a church program to 
become a pathway that leads us closer to Jesus. Read Acts 4:13.   
 
Peter and John were uneducated, ordinary men, and yet they demonstrated great 
faith and spiritual maturity in the face of daunting opposition. Somehow from the 
three or so years they had spent with Jesus, their lives had been transformed in a 
way that the Jewish leadership could readily notice. Did Jesus use church programs 
to bring that kind of life change to Peter and John? Consider what it must have 
been like to be with Jesus and how our church programs can become more like 
that experience.  
  
1. A Program becomes a Pathway to Jesus when it is Focused on Jesus 
2. A Program becomes a Pathway to Jesus when it is Fueled by Jesus 
3. A Program becomes a Pathway to Jesus when it is Faithful to Jesus 
 
Questions for Group Discussion: 
1. What were Peter & John doing that got the attention of others? See Acts 4:1-12. 
2. Discuss what Jesus had done to help Peter & John become bold in their faith. 
3. How does a consistent focus on Jesus impact and guide your walk with Him? 
4. Jesus invested in Peter & John in literal ways. How are we fueled by Him today?   
5. What would you say is the focus and fuel of most church programs? 
6. Based on John 15:5, what should we expect when we do ministry without God? 
7. What are your current pathways of being closer to and more like Jesus? 
8. What can we as a church do to have greater pathways to Jesus? 
 
Final Thoughts and Closing Prayer: 
What will you do to walk more closely with Jesus this week? 
How is this study helping you grow in Christ so that you can help others? 


